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Sermon – 10th Sunday After Pentecost – August 9, 2020 
Romans: 10:5-15 
 
5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that "the person who 
does these things will live by them." 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith says, "Do not 
say in your heart, "Who will ascend into heaven?' " (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 "or "Who 
will descend into the abyss?' " (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? 
"The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart" (that is, the word of faith that we 
proclaim); 9 because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For one believes with the heart and so 
is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11 The scripture says, "No one 
who believes in him will be put to shame." 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; 
the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For, "Everyone who calls 
on the name of the Lord shall be saved." 14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have 
not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are 
they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless 
they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!" 
 
 
Within Paul’s letter to the Romans we have thematic arcs that capture the high points of his 
theology, his understanding of God. Chapters 9 to 11 center around the character of God and 
form the background for Paul’s strongest assertion that we are saved by faith, not by works. 
Our salvation, our freedom, our renewal comes through the work of God, not our own. 
 
In this passage Paul collects biblical voices from the early scriptures to provide background and 
support for his theological assertions. Paul begins with a reference to Moses and righteousness 
earned by keeping the law and then takes it in a different direction. He introduces a different 
path to righteousness that centers not on human action, but the action and ultimately 
character of God. Matt Skinner, a professor at Luther Seminary likens him to a midrashic 
deejay, one who remixes a scriptural conversation for the Roman churches to hear. It’s an 
arrangement that Paul sets with Christ at the center of all the voices. The words of Leviticus 
(18:5), Deuteronomy (30:11-14), Isaiah (28:16) and Joel (2:32) acquire new meaning as they 
express God’s work through Christ. He paints a picture of covenant fulfilled through Christ for 
both Jew and Greek alike, for everyone who desires it. 
 
In some of my reading for this week, I was struck by one commentator’s reflection on Paul’s 
inclusion, his emphasis on everyone. I thought it was not only relevant to our focus on the 
character of God, but also informs our much-needed conversation about inclusion in society 
and even the church. Too often when we speak of inclusion or everyone we claim that all 
people are the same. Yet, when Paul uses the words everyone and all in verses 11, 12 & 13 – 
“No one who believes in him will be put to shame; there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him; everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord shall be saved” – his statement is really not about the people, but about 
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God. It’s about God’s actions for the people, about God making salvation near to all in all their 
diversity rather than their conformity, both Gentile and Jew. 
 
This was a radical claim in its day and remains so today. To remember that all are invited by 
God into this trust and dependence on God means we need to resist and overcome our earthly 
categories of inclusion and exclusion based on race or cultural heritage, sexual orientation or 
gender identity, refugee or immigrant status, age or ability, body art or piercings. God’s 
inclusion in salvation is for all who trust in the Lord. God knows no distinction. 
 
Therefore, we are caught up in God’s righteousness, that is right relationship with God, not 
because of our own effort, but because of God’s. It’s an incredible gift that we so easily put 
aside as we go about doing the things that we do, holding the belief that we deserve certain 
rewards in life because we have earned them through hard work and moral living. Too often we 
hold the illusion we are in full control of our lives. Now, I must be clear that I do believe we 
have agency, we have opportunity and a responsibility in and to the world of which we are a 
part. However, we do well to remember that God alone is God, and we are not God as we go 
about exercising our human agency. All that we do and have stems from our salvation, not for 
it. 
 
Christ comes down as the means of this salvation, this right relationship. It is through Christ 
that this relationship is possible. I remember years ago hearing Kelly Fryer, an ELCA pastor 
speak about this coming down in the symbol of the cross. In this shape we see the long center 
like and arrow descending, of Christ coming down to us. And in the horizontal bar we see 
Christ’s arms outstretched for all. In Christ, God’s word of life is present and ready to be 
encountered among God’s people. In Christ God is near to us and God is for us. 
 
And yet this nearness of God in Christ is one of the ideas that often pokes at me within my faith, 
perhaps you have had similar thoughts? Jesus coming to earth as human was a particular kind 
of nearness, in the flesh, a “right beside you” nearness. So, what is that nearness these 2000 
years later? Is God still near to us? Sometimes God does seem so far away, out of sight. I want 
to believe in the nearness and yet I don’t expect to see Jesus walking along Nose Hill Drive. 
Though, when I pause and ponder, Christ does remain with us, the character of God is around 
us and I would argue within us. And so what does this nearness of God look like? 
 
When I look around, I see it in the phone calls made by community members to one of their 
own who is grieving or in isolation. I hear it in the requests for prayer and those who commit to 
praying for others in need, some whom you know and some who you don’t know, but dear to 
others and especially God. I feel it in the Eucharist, of Christ right there nourishing us and 
beckoning us forward into newness of life. I see it in the innovative programming Camp 
Kuriakos has put together to fill the gap of a camping season that isn’t, nothing will stop them 
from bringing God’s love into the world. I notice it in the reassurance offered from one parent 
to another as they work through the anxiety of back to school questions. I see it in the 
outpouring of humanitarian aid for the people of Lebanon whose already difficult 
circumstances have been compounded exponentially after Tuesday’s explosion in the Beirut 
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harbour. You no doubt have additional glimpses of God’s nearness in your life too. Where do 
you see God in your life these days? It is the continued action of healing and caring and 
welcoming and doing things in a new way that God in Christ embodied for us. Christ’s closeness 
remains, passed down through story and tradition songs and experiences, poems and practices. 
I recall that when I asked members of the congregation scripture or stories that offered them 
hope someone shared the poem “Footprints” – you are probably familiar with it and so I leave 
you with the nearness of God it portrays when the author laments not two, but one set of 
footprints in the sand –  

"Lord, you said once I decided to follow you, 
You'd walk with me all the way. 
But I noticed that during the saddest and most troublesome times of my life, 
there was only one set of footprints. 
I don't understand why, when I needed You the most, You would leave me." 
 
God whispered, "My precious child, I love you and will never leave you 
Never, ever, during your trials and testings. 
When you saw only one set of footprints, 
It was then that I carried you." 

AMEN. 
 
 


